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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, CA 

SUBJECT: COMING LIBERAL POLL LIKELY TO PAVE WAY TO FALL 
ELECTIONS 

REF: OTTAWA 3365 

1 . PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE IS REPORTEDLY LAUNCHING 
ANOTHER PRIVATE POLL, CONDUCTED BY GOLDFARB ORGANIZATION, 
TO SAMPLE VOTER MOOD PRIOR TO CALLING-OR NOT CALLING 
NATIONAL ELECTIONS THIS FALL. RESULTS ARE EXPECTED IN 
EARLY AUGUST AND SHOULD HAVE HEAVY INFLUENCE ON TRUDEAU 
DECISION ON AN ELECTION. 

2. COMMENT: EMBASSY ESTIMATE IS THAT, UNLESS PRIVATE 
LIBERAL POLL UNCOVERS WHOLLY UNEXPECTED BAD NEWS FOR 
LIBERALS, TRUDEAU WILL CALL ELECTIONS FOR FALL, PROBABLY 
FOR OCTOBER 16 WHEN 8 BYELECTIONS ARE SCHEDULED TO FILL 
VACANT SEATS. LAST TWO GALLUP POLLS HAVE BEEN FAVORABLE 
TO LIBERALS, WHO HAVE MOVED FROM 41 PERCENT APRIL TIE WITH 
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OPPOSITION TORIES TO A 6 PERCENT LEAD IN JUNE POLL. WITH 
HOUSE OF COMMONS IN RECESS, TORIES HAVE LOST AN IMPORTANT 
PLATFORM FROM WHICH TO ATTACK GOVERNMENT. TRUDEAU, 
MOREOVER, WILL HAVE HIGH PUBLIC PROFILE WITH COMING BONN 
SUMMIT AND ATTENDANCE, ALONG WITH THE QUEEN, AT COMMON- 
WEALTH GAMES IN EDMONTON IN EARLY AUGUST. ALL OF THIS 
SUGGESTS THAT LIBERAL POLLING LEAD SHOULD GROW SOMEWHAT 
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OVER NEXT SEVERAL MONTHS. ALTERNATIVES TO FALL ELECTION 
ARE NOT ATTRACTIVE FROM LIBERAL POINT OF VIEW. WINTER 
ELECTION IS UNHEARD OF HERE SINCE VOTER MOOD TENDS TO 
BECOME AS FROSTY AS THE WEATHER. SPRING ELECTIONS, JUST 
BEFORE TRUDEAU'S 5 YEAR MANDATE RUNS OUT, PUTS LIBERALS 
IN A CORNER WITH LITTLE MANEUVERING ROOM. 

3. DESPITE LIKELIHOOD OF LIBERALS CALLING ELECTIONS FOR 
THIS FALL, IT IS BY NO MEANS A SURE THING THAT THEY WILL 
BE RETURNED WITH A MAJORITY OR EVEN A MINORITY. GALLUP 
POLLS REVEAL NO GREAT ENTHUSIASM FOR ANY OF THE MAJOR 
POLITICAL PARTIES. LIBERALS ARE SIMPLY NOT AS UNPOPULAR 
AS TORIES. SIX OR SEVEN POINT POLLING LEAD. MOREOVER, 

IS NOT A SAFE LEAD ACCORDING TO RECENT ELECTORAL 
EXPERIENCE. LIBERALS' PRE-CAMPAIGN 15 POINT LEAD IN 1972 
DRIED UP TO ALMOST NOTHING ON ELECTION DAY (REFTEL). 
ENDERS 
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